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welcome
Welcome to St Peter’s Church, Elworth and thank you for your interest in our church 
and its surroundings.

St Peter’s is a lively, medium sized church 
committed to sharing the Gospel with our 
local community.

This document will give you some background 
information on the church and its parish.
  
For further information please email
vicar@stpeters-elworth.org.uk or telephone 
David Page on 01270 762415.

Incumbent

Revd David Page
The Vicarage
2 Taxmere Close
Sandbach
CW11 1WT

Our Diocese and Deanery

Our Diocese is the Diocese of Chester, 
situated in the North West of England and 
includes the Wirral, Cheshire and Stockport.  
Its Diocesan Bishop is the Bishop of Chester 
(Rt Revd Dr Peter Forster), who is assisted 
by two Suffragan Bishops – Rt Revd Libby 
Lane (Bishop of Stockport) and Rt Revd Keith 
Sinclair (Bishop of Birkenhead).  The Diocesan 
website is available at www.chester.anglican.
org

St Peter’s is part of Congleton Deanery, which 
includes the towns of Congleton, Sandbach, 
Holmes Chapel and Alsager plus all the 
parishes in between.  The Rural Dean is Revd 
David Page who took up the appointment in 
2013.

Our vision

We are committed in love to worshipping God

• By proclaiming the Gospel in word and 
action; 

• By encouraging growth; 

• By serving others;

And by leading people into a personal 
relationship with Jesus.

Website

www.stpeters-elworth.org.uk

Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersElworth
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our parish

Elworth and Sandbach are seen as desirable 
commuter locations for those working in 
Staffordshire and the North West.  This 
results from the close proximity of the M6 
(junction 17) and good rail connections.

St Peter’s is a local church that is a family of 
people of all ages, committed to Jesus Christ 
as the only son of God, our Lord and Saviour.

As a parish church for Elworth, we recognise 
a responsibility to make Christ known to all 
the people of the parish, and serve the needs 
for all those who look to it for help.  St Peter’s 
is also in a Local Ecumenical Partnership with 
the Methodist Church on Ettiley Heath.  This 
partnership, The Church on Ettiley Heath, has 
been running for over 10 years.

St Peter’s is a friendly and welcoming church, 
and a focal point of the local community, with 
a well-used community church hall.

The church runs a variety of youth activities 
(Crèche, Lego (3-6), Adventurers (6-11), 
Transmission (14-18) and Youth Church) 
alongside children’s clubs Xplore (5-11) and 
Xplore+ (11-14), and ABC (parents/carers and 
babies/toddlers group).

Many house groups run throughout the week 
to support people having a closer relationship 
with Jesus, and building a support network 
within the parish.

St Peter’s hosts a Pre School in the church 
hall and runs an Out of School Club. Elworth 
Church of England Primary School works 
closely with the church, supported by our
Children and Families Worker.

Our Coffee Stop Café welcomes visitors from 
the community and church family, and a 
variety of community groups regularly use the 
church hall facilities.

Other amenities in the parish include a 
primary school, Sandbach’s railway station, 
cricket and football clubs, pharmacy, local 
shops, three public houses, Elworth Park and 
a Methodist Church. 

Church attendance:

The number on the Electoral Roll at the end 
of 2017 was 159.

The attendance at the 9.00am service 
averaged at 26. 
 
The number of children under 16 attending 
the 10.30am service varied from six in the 
holiday season to 48, averaging 20, while 
those over 16 went from 39 to 80 (excluding a 
few special services where attendance rose to 
over 100) averaging at 60.

The 6.30pm service had a fairly constant 
number averaging 35, not including the 234 
who came to two carol services.

These figures are almost identical to those
for 2016.
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St Peter’s Church is located in the parish of Elworth, to the East of Sandbach, 
in Cheshire, with a population of over 5,000, which is rapidly increasing due to 
significant housing developments.



our team
Overall leadership is the responsibility of the PCC and the incumbent.
Alongside the team detailed on this page, the church employs an office administrator, 
the out of school club staff and a cleaner.

David Page (Vicar, Chairman of the 
Parochial Church Council (PCC))

I am married to Kate and we have three adult 
children; Miriam, Sam, who is married to 
Olivia, and Chloe.  We also have a dog, Amber.  
As Vicar, I have been a member of the PCC 
since December 1999.  I have chaired the 
committee for this period and have found it a 
stretching but rewarding part of my role.

I consider the PCC to be a prayerful 
leadership group which begins each meeting 
with a Bible reading and open prayer before 
we discuss and make decisions on the varied 
matters on the agenda.
  
Arthur Blakemore (Churchwarden)

I am married to Bernice, celebrating 56 very 
happy years this year, having three children, 
Simon, Philippa and Jonathan, four grand 
children, and one great grandson.

We have attended St Peter’s for around 50 
years, only stepping away when house moves 
dictated so.  I sing in the evening service 
choir.

Paul Savvides (Churchwarden)

I have attended St Peters since the 1990s 
which is where I first became a Christian. 
I’m involved in children and youth work, the 
worship group and lead a bible study group. 

An engineer and procurement manager 
by training and profession, I’m married 
to Heather.  I long to see Jesus’ words in 
Matthew 28:16 come alive in Elworth as we 
serve our present community as well as 
preparing for the expansion of the parish 
through new housing.

Cathryn Houghton (Children and Families 
Outreach Worker)

I attend St Peter’s Church with my husband, 
Steve and our two girls, Lydia and Bethany.  
We joined the church family in 2011 and 
received a warm and loving welcome, which 
instantly made us feel at home.

My desire over a period of time had been 
to serve the Lord Jesus more in the local 
community and joining St Peter’s soon gave 
me the opportunity to do so.  I was invited 
to help out at our parent/carer and toddler 
group, ABC, which meets in the church hall 
on Thursday mornings.  It was a wonderful 
opportunity to meet and get to know
local families.

We are called to be a servant church and 
through other opportunities and events such 
as our Holiday Club and our Xplore club for 
children of primary school age and Xplore+ 
for 11-14 year olds, I have been able to work 
as part of this serving team.
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our buildings
St Peter’s Church and the church hall.

St Peter’s Church

St Peter’s Church was built in 1846 and may 
have been designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott.  
It’s building marked the establishment of a 
new Elworth Parish.

The church comfortably holds about 150 
people, although more have been squeezed 
in for major services at Christmas.  Seating 
is provided by traditional pews.  There is a 
modern AV system which uses a retractable 
screen.  The organ is electronic although the 
‘historic’ organ pipes have been retained as
a feature.

Music at contemporary services is led by a 
worship group using modern instruments.  
Other facilities within the church building are 
two small vestries, one used by the service 
leader, the other by the choir for evening 
services and as a ‘retreat’ for parents with 
small children when needed.

There are no current plans for any major 
renovations or enhancements other than a 
potential re-ordering of the front of church 
to remove the single step access into the 
Chancel and to create more space for 
worship leading.  The heating system may 
need replacement in the next few years but 
currently gives good service. 

St Peter’s church hall

The hall was completed in early 2012 at a cost 
of around £1.3 million after the previous hall 
building, formerly a Church of England School 
dating back to 1849, was severely damaged 
by fire in February 2010.

This provides a superb facility for outreach 
and community use. It comprises a large 
hall, which can be divided into two, and is 
equipped with AV facilities.  This is regularly 
used for informal worship as well as activities 

such as Messy Church and and Holiday Clubs.

There is also a fully equipped kitchen, 
specifically designed pre-school facility, office, 
small prayer/meeting room and an upstairs 
room.  The foyer area is furnished with café-
style tables and chairs providing a welcoming 
space for refreshments and meeting people 
between Sunday services and at a weekly 
‘Coffee Stop Café’. 
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church LIFE
Welcoming all to participate in worship and church activities.

Sunday services

All are welcome at our regular services:

9.00am
Morning worship - traditional service

10.30am
Morning worship, with children’s groups 
running alongside and a worship group band

6.30pm
Evening worship - Book of Common Prayer
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Throughout the week there are 
numerous home groups

Monday Home Group, Tuesday Afternoon 
Home Group, Koinonia Small Group, Fuyin, 
St Peter’s 18-30s Home Group, ‘Middlewich 
Road’ Home Group, Wednesday Evening 
Home Group, Kairos and Friday Morning Bible 
Study. 

Prayer life

Regular monthly prayer meetings and days of 
prayer are an important part of the life of the 
church.



Lego

Lego is for children aged 3 to 6 and meets on 
a Sunday morning, in the church hall, during 
the 10.30am service (term time only).

It is a joy to share the love of Jesus with the 
children through activities, games and snacks!

Adventurers

Aimed at 6 to 11 year olds, Adventurers 
provides mind stretching, and at times body 
stretching activities during the 10.30am 
service (term time only).  We also do a bit of 
bible study.

Youth Church

Youth Church meets in the church hall 
during the 10.30am service and is aimed at 
children 12 to 16.  The group has been using 
resources from Urban Saints to engage the 
young people as they support each other in 
their Christian growth.

Children and Families

Our children and families worker facilitates 
Creche, Baby Group, ABC, Xplore, Xplore+, 
Messy Church and Holiday Club.
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Messy Church

Taking place twice each term, our Messy 
Church provides a relaxed craft and activities 
based approach to bible themes for the 
whole family.  There is always a time for 
worship and celebration followed by a hot 
meal for everyone.

For many people Messy Church is the only 
contact they have with the church so it is vital 
that the gospel message is presented in a 
clear and vibrant way.

Our Messy Church attendance continues to 
grow welcoming in excess of 150 people - a 
crucial outreach to our local community here 
in Elworth.

Xplore

Xplore is a children’s club for primary aged 
children which meets every Friday in term 
time.  Each week the children take part in 
a range of activities based around a bible 
theme.

Many children attending do not attend church 
and it is a real privilege to forge positive 
relationships with them and their families.
 
Xplore+

This group follows on from Xplore aimed at 
children from 11 to 16 providing fun and 
creative activities and a short discussion 
based on the Christian message.

It runs every Friday during term time.

Baby Group and ABC (Adults, Babies and 
Children)

Aimed at babies under 12 months, the 
Baby Group meets in the church hall on 
Wednesday mornings.  Toys and soft play are 
provided along with refreshments.  ABC takes 
place on Thursday mornings offering soft 
play, toys, craft, role play and song time along 
with refreshments for the children and their 
parents/carers.

Both these groups provide very important 
outreach opportunities to engage both the 
parents/carers and the children in the life of 
the church.



Out of School Club

St Peter’s offers wrap-around before and after 
school care for children at our local schools.  
The club has been running for over 15 years 
and is an inherent part of the church.

Coffee Stop

More than ‘just a café’ Coffee Stop is run 
in the foyer of the church hall on Friday 
mornings.  It is a place where relationships 
can be strengthened and new friends made.  
Fair Trade goods can be purchased alongside 
a variety of beverages and refreshments.

Flower arranging, walks, colouring and 
craft activities have all been arranged in 
conjunctions with Coffee Stop. 

Book Club and Supper Night

The Book Club meets once a month and 
discuss a book they take turns in choosing.  
Supper Night again happens once a month 
where a simple meal is cooked for everyone 
to sit and share together.  Both these groups 
allow lovely times of fellowship and friendship 
and a simple time to come together.
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SPEAK and Nexus

SPEAK is the St Peter’s Elworth family 
bimonthly church magazine, distributed 
largely online.  It has a Christian focus 
and message and gives details of current 
happenings in the church.  Nexus is our 
parish outreach publication (jointly with The 
Church on Ettiley Heath) with three printed 
editions (Easter, Harvest and Christmas) 
which has a distribution of around 4,500 to 
all the parish.  Both publications invite all to 
church activities and broaden the reach of the 
church message.

Sewing Machine Group

Meeting more or less fortnightly, this group 
was formed for friendship and fellowship 
around the sewing machine!  Those who can 
sew share their talent with those who can’t 
and everyone works on their own projects 
with help and support.  There are spare 
machines for those who don’t own one so 
everyone is welcome.



Our finances
APPENDIX 1

Statement of financial activities
For the year ending 31 December 2017
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Unrestricted 
funds

£

Restricted
funds

£

Endowment 
funds

£

Total
2017

£

Total
2016

£
INCOMING RESOURCES
Voluntary income 117,762 - - 117,762 127,044
Activities for generating funds 27,117 - - 27,117 29,314
Income from investments 475 6 - 481 748
Church activities 76,867 - - 76,867 80,528
Other incoming sources 1,805 - - 1,805 16,980

TOTAL INCOMING SOURCES 224,026 6 - 224,032 254,614

RESOURCES EXPENDED
Church activities 224,148 483 - 224,631 231,786
Cost of generating voluntary income 151 - - 151 125
Fundraising trading costs 1,988 - - 1,988 2,100
Governance costs - - - - -

TOTAL RESOURCES EXPENDED 226,287 483 - 226,770 234,011

NET INCOMING/(EXPENDED)
RESOURCES BEFORE TRANSFERS (2,261) (477) - (2,738) 20,603

Transfers - - - - -

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS (2,261) (477) - (2,738) 20,603

Total funds brought forward 1,353,871 13,091 3,943 1,370,905 1,350,302

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 1,351,610 12,614 3,943 1,368,167 1,370,905



Our finances
Balance sheet as at 31 December 2017
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2017
£

2016
£

FIXED ASSETS
Tangible 1,198,704 1,221,478
Investments - -

1,198,704 1,221,478

CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors 12,688 10,929
Short term deposits 179,893 170,418
Cash at hand and in bank 96,618 88,889

289,199 270,236

LIABILITIES
Creditors - amounts falling due within one year 12,195 13,269
NET CURRENT ASSETS 277,004 256,968

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES 1,475,708 1,478,446

Creditors - amounts falling due after more than one year 107,541 107,541

TOTAL NET ASSETS 1,368,167 1,370,905

PARISH FUNDS
Unrestricted 1,351,610 1,353,871
Restricted 12,614 13,091
Endowment 3,943 3,943

1,368,167 1,370,905

APPENDIX 1


